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LAS NOTICIAS
On Being Presbyterian
Tragedy struck twice last week, and I was left to
wonder, "Where does grace reside?" One
tragedy is known to all, public in every respect,
while the other tragedy is private, known and
felt and mourned by a much smaller number. In
both the public and private tragedy, the
question of God's grace was a living concern.
The public tragedy to which I refer is, of course,
Charlottesville. This tragedy is both the loss of three lives but also the failure of some to speak
truth: white supremacy is inherently and intrinsically violent. Even in the absence of any
physical violence, there is moral violence and spiritual violence in its presence. Full stop.
Breathe. Question: where does grace reside?
The private tragedy to which I refer occurred when my wife's 24 year old cousin and her 4 year
old daughter were victims of a double homicide. The fact that their murderer has been
captured does not and cannot lighten the shadow of grief, anger, and despair to which our
hearts have been invited. Full stop. Breathe. Question: where does grace reside?
Living in the shadow of these twin towers of tragedy my mind has wandered a bit. I find myself
wondering what went through Dietrich Bonhoeffer's mind in the 1930's. At what point did he
think to himself, "I must speak, must act, yet must seek to live into costly grace." I remember
Karl Barth who reminded us that we can live without knowing the answers to all of life's
questions but not without knowing if what we proclaim is true, if the Gospel really matters: the
love of God, the resurrection of the dead, the promised new creation.
This week I am finding grace resides in the shadows of these twin griefs. For some, clarity has
been found, courage discovered, and with these gifts of Holy Spirit the truth spoken in love.
For others, the lament of their soul has been accompanied by a "peace that passes
understanding" even while an unquenchable fire has been lit that will, I believe, prove to be the
refiner's fire. For still others, the still, small voice of the Spirit has spoken and in the whisper
repentance invited.
For me, I am finding grace in the company of family and the compassion of friends. In the
darkness of shadows the light of our Savior's promise becomes more authentically felt; at
least, such is my experience. I am finding grace in the comfort of our shared conviction: it is all
true, and the Gospel really does matter. And because the Gospel matters I will speak. Full
stop. Breathing. Yes, I will speak.
In the eye of Jesus,
Brad Munroe
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CHURCH NEWS
ST ANDREW'S
will host a GOLF TOURNAMENT SEPTEMBER 9 t
o benefit the Youth Ministry at Crooked Tree Golf Course! The cost to play is $100 for an
individual or $400 for a foursome. All the proceeds will benefit the Youth Ministry!
Register online HERE!
CHRIST
Robin Gilbert presents "The Painting Styles of Georgia O'Keefe". Have you ever wanted
to try a painting class? Now is your chance. Join Robin Gilbert in Fellowship Hall on
Saturday SEPTEMBER 16th from 1-2:30 pm. A $5 supply kit will be offered. It contains
everything you need to paint your own masterpiece. Sign up with Sally Brandon by
September 9th. at brandosally@gmail.com
TRINITY
will host Elmarie & Scott Parker at a Mission Coworker Luncheon on Wednesday August
23 from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. Elmarie is the regional liaison for Syria, Lebanon, and
Iraq. The luncheon will be a catered lunch. RSVP to office@trinitytucson.org by Monday
August 14 so that they will have the number for catering.
Want your church's activities promoted? Add us to your newsletter mailing list!
pbyoffice@gmail.com

You are invited to
Celebrate with us
on the 9th
ANNIVERSARY
of the Middle
Eastern
Presbyterian
Fellowship!
12:30PM Sunday August 20th at Northminster
Our Mission Partners

PRAYERS

-Jasper Melton, who died Wednesday. Services will be held Saturday at 2 p.m. at St. Andrew's

- Laura Munroe, whose cousin was murdered last week in Missouri

UPCOMING EVENTS
(Click on each event for more info)
OCTOBER
22- Presbytery meeting- Green Valley
28- Nov 4- Border to Border Event- Frontera de Cristo

Click to see Jobs

JOBS/OPPORTUNITIES
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St. Mark's Facilities Coordinator
St. Andrew's- several positions
Hymnals to give away

Click the link above for a listing of jobs and other opportunities

HELPFUL LINKS

Donate to MEPF
Board of Pensions- August
La Prensa- PW Newsletter
Weekly PC(USA) News

Brad Munroe, Presbytery Pastor
Bob Schulz, Assoc/Stated Clerk
Carolyn McBurney, Office Manager
Harry Tuck, Finance Manager
Beth Kath, Admin. Assoc.
Revs. Bob Seel and Lee Sankey, Presbytery Executive Emeritus
Presbytery de Cristo | pbyoffice@gmail.com | 602-468-3820 |
www.presbyterydecristo.org
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